
 

February  2009  
A Publication of Williamsburg United Methodist Church 
500 Jamestown Road ∙  Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 

FEBRUARY is… 
 

DISABILITY    

AWARENESS   

 MONTH 

 

 



Dear WUMC Friends: 

 

These are truly interesting and challenging times for us individually and for 

our nation and our world.  On one hand, we see before us economic change 

and uncertainty that is truly unprecedented.  All of us know someone who has 

lost a job, taken a pay cut, or seen a drop in the value of their nest egg.  Each 

day, we hear of businesses closing and banks that come closer to failure.  We 

move into 2009 with a sense of fear and a cloud of gloom hovering over us. 

 

At the same time, in the midst of our uncertainties, there is a spirit of hope.  I 

was in Washington, D.C.  last week for the inauguration and felt first-hand the 

buzz that comes with newness and change.  Regardless of political persuasion, 

it is great testament to our nation to see an African-American become Presi-

dent.  Many thought they would never see this happen in their lifetime.  This 

inauguration points to the endless possibilities that still exist in our country.  

 

These are, indeed, paradoxical times, when uncertainty is joined with possibil-

ity.  The good news for you and me is that our God is with us in both kinds of 

times.  God is with us in those times that are fear-filled and hopeless.  God is 

with us when the horizon seems filled with potential and hope.  One verse that 

reminds me of this, one verse that I cling to is from Jeremiah 29: 11-13.  I en-

courage you to remember these words for all the days ahead:  “For surely I 

know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 

for harm, to give you a future with hope.  Then when you call upon me and 

come and pray to me, I will hear you.  When you search for me, you will find 

me;  if you seek me with all of your heart.” 

 

 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Jim Driscoll 

Senior Pastor 



 

FEBRUARY IS DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH 

 
 

Each February the Virginia Conference recognizes the important contributions of individuals 

with disabilities and special needs in our midst by celebrating ―Disabilities Awareness Month.‖  

It is estimated that more than 3,000 individuals living at home in the Greater Williamsburg area 

have one kind of disability or another.  It is a joy and a privilege for the Respite Care Center 

staff here at Williamsburg United Methodist Church to serve more than twenty adult clients 

with disabilities and to touch the lives of more than seventy-five caregiver family members on a 

weekly basis. 
 

The Respite Care Center was founded on the premise that family caregivers need frequent 

breaks (―A Gift of Time‖) that allow them to take time for themselves.  WUMC is one of a very 

few churches in the Virginia Conference (and, indeed, churches of every denomination in     

Virginia) that opens its doors and its hearts to the serve the rising need for respite care among 

family caregivers.   Thus, we also want to recognize and honor the family caregiver, whose 24/7 

loving support to a family member enriches the life of an individual with a disability – and 

touches each of us with their dedication.  
  
As we seek to increase our community’s awareness and support of individuals with disabilities 

and special needs, let us be thankful for the caregivers who help make all of our lives richer and 

more meaningful because of their efforts.  If you have a family member or friend who serves as 

a caregiver and could benefit from regular breaks during the week, please make him/her aware 

of the Respite Care Center’s availability to serve his/her needs.  If you would like to learn more 

about the Center’s program or would be interested in volunteering as a compassionate friend, 

please contact John Tressler, Director, at the church (229-1771 x354). 

Heart Havens is licensed by the Virginia Department of Mental Health, 

Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services and is an approved 

Medicaid provider. It now operates independently from the VCUMC 

under the direction of a Board of Directors. However, the Christian 

principles of its mission are very much in place. 

 

As of February 2004, nine (9) homes are in operation: Virginia Beach, 

Goochland, Kilmarnock, Colonial Beach, Stuarts Draft, Richmond,         

Winchester, Norfolk, and Lynchburg. All of the homes currently house     

between four and five residents of any faith, race, age, and gender, who are 

fully supervised at all times with dedicated and experienced shift staff. 

http://www.hearthavens.org/VABeach.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/Perkins.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/rapp.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/colonialbeach.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/StuartsDraft.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/Richmond.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/Winchester.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/Norfolk.asp
http://www.hearthavens.org/Lynchburg.asp


Luncheon at Carrabba’s Italian Grill on Wednesday, 

February 11 to benefit WUMC Respite Care pro-

gram.   How better than to spend  our usual luncheon 

day than at a lovely restaurant with delicious food and 

great fellowship; all to benefit this important outreach 

ministry of our church!  Tickets are available for 

$15.00 by contacting John Tressler, 229-1771 x354. 

 

“Friends Enjoying Eating Together!”   Come to our 

Tuesday Night Dinners held on the third Tuesday of 

each month. Our next dinner will take place on     

Tuesday, February 17 at 6:00 p.m.   Meals are      

prepared by William & Mary Catering, with the menu 

printed in the church bulletin.  Dinner tickets must be 

purchased in advance on Sundays, February 8 or 15. 

The cost is $10.00 for adults and $3.00 for children   

under 10-years-old.  (A special children’s meal will be 

available.)  We hope to see you on February 17! 

 

 

Christian Education Opportunities 

 
 

The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study will meet  

February 4 at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

 

Mid-week Study for Men and Women:  Join our 

Wednesday morning study group as we begin to read 

the book, What Paul Meant, by Garry Wills.  This book 

is an excellent amplification of the meaning of Paul’s 

letters and of how Paul helped to shape the early 

church.  We begin this study on Wednesday, February 

18 at 9:30 a.m.   

 

New Sunday School Study:   

Rev. Marc Rickabaugh will be leading the Family Ties 

Sunday School class in a study of The Pilgrim’s   

Progress by John Bunyan.  This classic novel will 

bring relevance to your life as a modern-day Christian 

on a journey of faith.  All are welcome. Education 

Wing, 3rd floor,  Rm 309 at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Questions? Contact Cindy Banek (229-1771 x258).  

 

 

Our February Moms’ Lunch meetings will be 

February 3 & 17, noon in Rm. 174.  All moms of 

elementary-age children and younger are invited to 

join us for food and  fellowship. Childcare pro-

vided.  Please bring $5.00 for lunch.  Contact 

Cindy Banek (229-1771 x258). 

 

 

 

February 5 is United Methodist Day at the  

General Assembly in Richmond.  Registration 

forms with information are located in the Atrium.  

Contact Carolyn Spencer (741-2091).  

 

 

 

The UMM will meet February 7, 8:00 a.m. for 

their Sweetheart/Valentine Breakfast. The  

program will feature local musician and entertainer 

Mr. Robert Hodge.  Invite your spouse, friend or 

loved one.  Contact Dick Spaulding (565-6252) for 

reservations. 

 

All women of the church are invited to the 

UMW’s Vintage Fashion Show & Membership 

Tea  on February 8, 2:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Come and share in the fun, meet other women and 

make a new friend.  Bring your own tea cup and 

wear a vintage fashion of your own.  

 

 

Looking for something fun and affordable for the 

whole family?  Come to our Family Movie Night 

on Sunday, February 15, 5:00 p.m.  for dinner and 

a movie.  Watch the church bulletin for further in-

formation. 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates:  
 

Saturday, April 11:  Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Sunday, June 14:  Annual Church Picnic 

All participants of our monthly 50’s Plus Lunch-

eon group are urged to attend the Valentine 

Opportunities For Ministry 



FROM THE YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MUSIC SCHOOL  

New-student registration for the fall 2009 semester of the Early Childhood Music 

School opens March 15.  Children (Ages 2 months - 8 yrs. of age) are eligible to enroll 

on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Morning, afternoon and evening times are available 

throughout the week, beginning September.  The classes in music and movement, taught 

by internationally certified instructors, include age-appropriate experiences with sing-

ing, listening, moving and playing instruments.  Each child’s natural musical instincts 

are nurtured in a positive environment that encourages parental involvement.  To re-

ceive a brochure, please contact Cindy Freeman, Director (229-1771 x108).  

The American Boychoir is coming to Williamsburg United Methodist Church!  On Thurs-

day April 30th at 7:00 p.m. the American Boychoir will present a concert in our sanctuary 

as part of its 70th Anniversary Tour.  Tickets will be available in March, and proceeds will 

benefit the Marcia Koller Bowman Organ Fund.   

 

The choristers in our own Wesley and Canticles of Praise Choirs are excitedly preparing to 

open the Boychoir concert and to sing a piece jointly with this internationally acclaimed 

choir.    

 

How can you help to make this event successful?  Join the Planning Committee; offer to 

house 1 or 2 boys for 1 night; help with the pre-concert dinner or the reception following 

the concert; fill the sanctuary by selling tickets to everyone you know; and remember to 

purchase tickets early for your own family. Contact:  Cindy Freeman (229-1771 x108).   

The month of February is book-ended by two important events in the world of Youth Ministry! 

Feb 1 is Super Bowl Sunday.  Why does that matter? Chili Sale Pickup Day!  Orders will be 

in Fellowship Hall following 8:15 & 11a.m. worship or after Sunday School.  Forgot to or-

der?  No problem; the Chili will be available (while supplies last) at the regular price of $10/

quart. 

Later that day, 6th-12th Grade Youth and their families are invited to our Annual First-Half  Su-

per Bowl & Commercial Watching Party in Fellowship Hall.  Potluck refreshments pro-

vided: Last names A-L bring an appetizer-type food; Last names M-Z bring a dessert.  Kick-

off through the end of the halftime show. 

Feb 22 marks the registration deadline for Jeremiah Project and Service Over Self (SOS) 

Summer Youth Mission Trips.  More information, including applications, available online 

at www.StayInTheLoop.wordpress.com/mission-trips/. 
 

On a personal note:  By the time many of you read this I will likely be somewhere in Israel on a 

tour of the Holy Lands.  Every two years, Bishop Keaton (of West Michigan Conference)    

sponsors such a ―pilgrimage‖ for the previous two Ordination Classes.  So I will join about 45 

other newly ordained clergy as we visit Jerusalem, Galilee, Nazareth, Bethlehem as well as the 

Mount of the Beatitudes, the Jordan River, The Mount of Olives and the Upper Room.  We’ll 

also see the cave believed by many to be the place where Jesus was born, the Garden of      

Gethsemane, the Via Dolorosa and the Garden Tomb. WUMC has provided me with a lot of 

support—both financial and spiritual—in preparation for this once-in-a-lifetime trip, and for 

that, I am eternally grateful.  I look forward to sharing my experiences with you. 



UMW Circle Meetings 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, February 2 at 11:00 a.m. home of Judi French, 112 Wetherburn Lane. 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, February 3 at 9:45 in Rm. 309.  

 Program:  Rev. Jim Driscoll 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, February 3 at 1:30 p.m. in the Chambrel Activities Room.   

 Program:  FISH 
 

Amoroso/Ransone Circle – Wednesday, February 4 at 11:30 a.m. Lunch at the Backfin Restaurant. 
 

Patriots Colony Circle – Friday, February 6 at 10:30 p.m., 1st  Floor Conference Rm., Patriots Colony. 

 Program: ―Life of Esther‖ – Bess Hoskins 
 

Friendship Circle – Monday, February 9 at 10:30 a.m. in Rm. 309. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, February 10 at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Beverly Suhr, 161 North Quarter.  

 Program: Mission Trip to Honduras 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, February 10 at 7:00 in Rm.  309. 
 

Susannah Wesley Circle – Saturday, February 14 at 10:00 a.m. in Rm.  309. 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, February 17 at 10:30 a.m., 3rd Floor Parlor, Wburg Landing. 

David Nunley, who died December 14 (husband of Martha). 

Peggy Beck, who died December 20 (Aunt of Bud Rhodes). 

Jean Sheldon, who died December 30 (daughter-in-law of Mike and Sue Sheldon). 

Janet Curl, who died January 2 (mother of Gil Curl). 

Charlene Girard, who died January 8 (daughter of Zantha Bassett) 

Ruth Bell,  who died January 10. 

Peggy O’Connell,  who died January 15 (wife of Bill O’Connell) 

Joe Allen, who died January 15 (father of Deborah Allen Hewitt) 

Our Condolences to the families of… 

Our Congratulations to… 
Peter and Linda Weaver on the birth of their grandson, Cole George Harrison. 

Melissa and Joe Cantrell on the January 15 birth of their son, Thomas Ward Cantrell (Laura and 

Jake are proud big sister and big brother). 

A special thank you for all the Christmas cards, 

notes and prayers.  And, especially, your visits.  It 

all means a lot to me. 

Happy New Year, 

David Page 

Sitter & Barfoot Vet. Care Center 

1601 Broad Rock Blvd., Rm. 233 

Richmond, VA 23224 



A Thought from Global Outreach 

The Widow’s Penny: Recession-Proof Giving 

 
 Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the     

treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has    

put in everything she had, all she had to live on.              Mark 12:43-44 

 

 Even though she gave ―all she had to live on,‖ the widow trusted that it would not mean the end 

of her.  She knew that what you give away comes back and that what you receive is not yours finally 

to keep.  It all gets deposited into and disbursed from God’s ―treasury‖ for the good of all. 

 According to a recent news article, the economic downturn has not affected the charitable giving 

of most people in the U.S.  ―Historically, charitable giving has been recession-proof,‖ says the Center 

on Philanthropy at Indiana University.  This is good news amid the bad. 

 It seems that, for generous people like the poor widow, helping others doesn’t depend on how 

much or how little they think they have to spare.  They have a strong sense of connection with others, 

and giving isn’t painful because they feel part of a larger global family. 

 We often make a sharp distinction between giving and receiving, as if those activities are       

separable.  The truth is that ―giving and ―receiving‖ are just terms and limits we place on a larger 

flow.   

 Abundance comes from one source, which is God.  It’s up to us to let it flow through and not dam 

it up.  During these difficult financial times, let’s remember our extended family:  those who are 

poor, sick, vulnerable and disenfranchised.  As we continue to be generous and faithful in our giving 

through lean and fat times, we will find only gain. 

The Lay Speaking Ministries movement continues to grow in both emphasis and       

ministry areas. While speaking is still in the name, the ministry of lay speaking now   

encompasses much more. In many congregations, caring ministries are now the        

primary area where lay speakers are found to be in ministry. The Lay Speaking         

Ministries program will continue to grow as long as laypeople are called to go out 

from their workplaces and homes to reach and touch people in every station and need 

of life. Thousands of United Methodists across the church are daily engaged in making 

disciples of Jesus Christ through lay speaking ministries of leading, caring, and     

communicating.  

 

You are ready to become a Lay Speaker IF: You are ready to share your faith; You are willing to go wher-

ever and whenever God calls you; You will commit your time and energy to the service of your neighbor; 

and You desire to share God’s love. 
 

Once again, the Virginia Conference is offering its Annual Lay Speaking Ministries Academy in      

Blackstone, Virginia on February 27, 28 and March 1.  Registration deadline for this event is February 

16. 

 

Courses offered :   
 Basic Training for Adults – This is the first training step to becoming a Lay Speaker and focuses on 

Caring, Leading and Communicating. 

 Advanced Lay Speaking Courses – 22 courses are offered this year and cover a wide variety of areas.   

Ready to find out more:  Please visit the Virginia Conference Website - http://www.vaumc.org , then select 

Ministries, then Laity, then Lay Speaking Ministries.  Here you may also view the registration form for the 

Lay Speaking Academy in Blackstone.  You may also call the Peninsula District Office at 757-596-3476, 

with questions or if you need help.  Do it now – don’t wait – time is short.  Come and be a part of this ex-

citing and rewarding ministry and serve others as Christ has called us to do.  



YEAR END REPORT OF YOUR FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Deadline for submissions to The Messenger is the 15th of each month. Articles submitted should be 

typed or neatly printed, limited to a half page in length and are subject to editing for our space 

requirements.  Articles submitted to The Messenger can be emailed to jhunley@williamsburgumc.org   

The Messenger 

A Monthly Publication of 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church  

P.O. Box BB, Williamsburg, VA 23187 

Church Office (757-229-1771) 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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This is a difficult report to write. After the very positive report on October and November offerings there was a 

slow down in December, and we did not meet our objectives.  Despite having reduced our budget expenses by 

$69,826 we ended the year $13,843 in the red with offerings short of budget by $83,669. 

 

2008 was the worst economic year in 80, years and we still do not know what 2009 will bring. Everyone has 

seen large losses in their retirement plans, unemployment continues to rise and housing prices continue to fall. 

We all have concerns for ourselves and our children. It is time, however to put the worry book down, pick up 

the prayer book and know God is on our side. 

 

By the time you received this report the Church Council will have voted on our budget for 2009. With pledges 

down both in number and dollars it was necessary to reduce budget expenses by more than $200,000. This  

reduction is affecting all areas of our budget including our staff. If conditions change during the year we will 

certainly consider restoring budget cuts. If you have not made a pledge it is not too late to do so. Ask, ―What Is 

God Calling Me To Do?‖ 

 

Thank you, 

 

Bill Chatfield 

Co-Chair 


